TEAM-PLAY SPREAD THE WORD HIP & HISTORIC
5 EXTRAORDINARY ACTIVITIES PRO TIPS ON MARKETING TOUR THE VARYING RANGE OF
BUILD DEEPER BONDS YOUR EVENT DOWNTOWN SEATTLE HOTELS
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PRODUCTS, PLACES & INSPIRATION

RENOVATIONS»

DIVINE INTERVENTION

A VISIT TO THE NEWLY RENOVATED HEATHMAN HOTEL IN KIRKLAND, WASHINGTON, IS
GOODFORTHESOUL BY SHEILA MICKOOL

| HADN'T VISITED The Heasthman Hotel in downtown Kirkland since

Columbiza Hospitalily teok over management in 2017 and renovaled

Lthe propertly. This jewel of a hotel has been a lfavorite of mine, I'd

heard good things aboul the renovation, so it was Lime for me (o see

the results for mysell.
A misguided renovation can destroy a much-

loved treasure, but as soon as T stepped into
the lobby, 1 realized there was no reason
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for concern. It was still the warm, inviting
space T remembered, dominated by the

large fircplace, with sclected pieces from

Heathman's fine-art collection on display.
An enthusiastic welcome from new general
manager Jim Larson made it clear that the
tradition of gracious hospatality and personal
service continues. Asia Martin, director of
sales, took me on a tour of the property. T was
totally immersed in the serene ambsence of
the new and improved Heathman.

Martin guided me through the public
spaces and a few of the Heathman's 91 luxuri-
ous, comfortable guest rooms. “Fach room
15 designed to provide a unique expericnce
and celebrate our Pacific Northwest roots,”
Martin said. The hotel’s décor includes woven
textiles, rich colors in deep navy and soothing
gray, warm walnut tones, and custom artwork
representative of the natural beauty of the
region. A new flexible meeting space has been
added on the hotel’s main level and lower
lobby, and includes a foyer for receptions,
expansive windows and a private patio.

Delighted with the changes so far, 1 hit
the restaurant, Trellis. with high expecta-
tions. Food and Bewverage Director Shaun
McKinley—one of the team members who
oversaw the renovations—assured me that
“Trellis still uses locally sourced ingredients
andd changes s menu scasonally, but with
a fresh twist.” The menu changes every six
weeks, and McKinley's goals are to offer “a
blend of the traditional and the unexpected
and fun.” After sampling fare such as braised
pork cheeks, foraged-mushroom risotto amxd
a seasonal soup, | became Trellis’ newest fan.

After a chance mecting with friends
at Trellis Jed to a delightful fireside chat
over coffee, T headed to my suite. Floor-to-
ceiling windows provide an cxpansive view
of downtown Kirkland and the sparkling
lights from homes dotting the shores of Lake
Washington. It was mesmerizing.

Well rested, T went to breakfast the next
morning. Eggs Benedict was always one of
my go-to faves at Trellis, and 1 was thrilled to
find it on the menu this morning. As T read
the paper, sipped coffee and indulged in a
lessurely breakfast, McKinky stopped by to
ask what I thought. I grinned, raised my cup
in a toast and said, “Tt’s heavenly; T'll be back!™

beaifomankirkland.coml
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